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GATHERING AS A COMMUNITY OF FAITH 

CHORAL PRELUDE: 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
INTROIT: 

CALL TO WORSHIP: (Responsive) 
L: Welcome today to a service of reformation.  
P: Change is our constant companion. What does God have in store for us?  
L: God seeks to form our lives anew, as lives of love and service.  
P: We are ready to hear God’s word and do God’s will.  
L: Open your eyes, your ears, your hearts to God’s awesome love.  
P: Come, O Lord, and transform our lives. Amen. 

HYMN:  

OPENING PRAYER: (Unison)  
Open our eyes, Lord. Help us to see Jesus as he reaches out to heal our blindness. 
Help us to let go of all those things that keep us in darkness. This day, as your word 
is proclaimed, let our hearts and souls respond with joy. Transform and Re-form our 
lives to do your will. In Jesus’ Name, we pray. AMEN. 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT 

HEARING THE WORD 

Psalm 104:1-9 

1 I will bless the Lord at all times;  
his praise will always be on my lips. 
2 I will boast in the Lord;  
the humble will hear and be glad.  
3 Proclaim the Lord’s greatness with me;  
let us exalt his name together. 

4 I sought the Lord, and he answered me 
and rescued me from all my fears.  
5 Those who look to him are[a] radiant with joy;  
their faces will never be ashamed. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+34%253A1-8&version=CSB#fen-CSB-14394a


6 This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him  
and saved him from all his troubles.  
7 The angel of the Lord encamps  
around those who fear him, and rescues them. 
8 Taste and see that the Lord is good.  
How happy is the person who takes refuge in him!  

Job 42:1-6, 10-16 Christian Standard Bible (CSB) 

Job Replies to the Lord 

42 Then Job replied to the Lord: 

2 I[a] know that you can do anything  
and no plan of yours can be thwarted.  
3 You asked, “Who is this who conceals my counsel with ignorance?”   
Surely I spoke about things I did not understand,  
things too wondrous for me to[b] know. 
4 You said, “Listen now, and I will speak.  
When I question you, you will inform me.” 
5 I had heard reports about you, 
but now my eyes have seen you. 
6 Therefore, I reject my words and am sorry for them;  
I am dust and ashes.[c][d] 

God Restores Job 
10 After Job had prayed for his friends, the Lord restored his fortunes and doubled his 
previous possessions. 11 All his brothers, sisters, and former acquaintances came to him 
and dined with him in his house. They sympathized with him and comforted him 
concerning all the adversity the Lord had brought on him. Each one gave him a piece of 
silver[a] and a gold earring. 

12 So the Lord blessed the last part of Job’s life more than the first. He owned fourteen 
thousand sheep and goats, six thousand camels, one thousand yoke of oxen, and one 
thousand female donkeys. 13 He also had seven sons and three daughters. 14 He named 
his first daughter Jemimah, his second Keziah, and his third Keren-happuch.15 No 
women as beautiful as Job’s daughters could be found in all the land, and their father 
granted them an inheritance with their brothers. 

16 Job lived 140 years after this and saw his children and their children to the fourth 
generation. 17 Then Job died, old and full of days. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job+42%253A1-6%252C+10-17&version=CSB#fen-CSB-13925a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job+42%253A1-6%252C+10-17&version=CSB#fen-CSB-13926b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job+42%253A1-6%252C+10-17&version=CSB#fen-CSB-13929c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job+42%253A1-6%252C+10-17&version=CSB#fen-CSB-13929d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job+42%253A1-6%252C+10-17&version=CSB#fen-CSB-13934a


GLORIA PATRI: 

 

 

ANTHEM: 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION: (Unison)  
We think that we want to be healed of our blindness, gracious God, but actually we 
have become so comfortable in our darkness that we fear the light. It is as though 
we are living in a cave, and rather than take a risk to face the light, we prefer to face 
the dark wall. Give us courage to take risks which will result in not only our own 
transformation, but also the transformation opportunities for others. Forgive our 
stubborn insistence on living in darkness. Take our hands and lead us to the light. 
Help us to be ready for your reformation. AMEN. 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE: 
Turn and see the light of God’s love. It is lavished upon you. You have been healed and 
made whole in God’s love. Be at peace and rejoice! 

Hebrews 7:23-28 Christian Standard Bible (CSB) 
23 Now many have become Levitical priests, since they are prevented by death from 
remaining in office. 24 But because he remains forever, he holds his priesthood 
permanently. 25 Therefore, he is able to save completely those who come to God through 
him, since he always lives to intercede for them. 

26 For this is the kind of high priest we need: holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from 
sinners, and exalted above the heavens.27 He doesn’t need to offer sacrifices every day, as 
high priests do—first for their own sins, then for those of the people. He did this once for 
all time when he offered himself. 28 For the law appoints as high priests men who are 
weak, but the promise of the oath, which came after the law, appoints a Son, who has 
been perfected forever. 

Mark 10:46-52 Christian Standard Bible (CSB) 



A Blind Man Healed 
46 They came to Jericho. And as he was leaving Jericho with his disciples and a large 
crowd, Bartimaeus (the son of Timaeus), a blind beggar, was sitting by the road. 47 When 
he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out, “Jesus, Son of David, have 
mercy on me!” 48 Many warned him to keep quiet, but he was crying out all the more, 
“Have mercy on me, Son of David!” 

49 Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” 

So they called the blind man and said to him, “Have courage! Get up; he’s calling for 
you.” 50 He threw off his coat, jumped up, and came to Jesus. 

51 Then Jesus answered him, “What do you want me to do for you?” 

“Rabboni,”[a] the blind man said to him, “I want to see.” 

52 Jesus said to him, “Go, your faith has saved you.” Immediately he could see and began 
to follow Jesus on the road. 

HYMN: 

PREPARING OUR HEARTS & MIND FOR THE MESSAGE 

SILENT PRAYER 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
MESSAGE: “Pushing Through the Suffering” 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 

INVITATION TO OFFERING 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM: 
 

DOXOLOGY 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

PRAISE

Rom 13:11, Ps 17:15, Ps 148:1-2, Eph 1:3 8 8 8 8

Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow
(Doxology; see also ’Awake, My Soul, And With The Sun’)

Words: Thomas Ken, 1674.  Music: ’Old 100th’ Genevan Psalter, attr. Louis Bourgeois, c. 1551.
Setting: Sternhold and Hopkins’ Psalter, 1561.

copyright: public domain.  This score is a part of the Open Hymnal Project, 2006 Revision.
= 120

1. Praise God, from Whom all bles sings flow; Praise Him, all crea tures here be low;

Praise Him a bove, ye heav’n ly host; Praise Fa ther, Son, and Ho ly Ghost.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+10%253A46-52&version=CSB#fen-CSB-24634a


THE CHURCH AT PRAYER 

JOYS & CONCERNS 
PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER: (Unison)  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever. Amen. 

GOING FORTH IN THE WORLD 

CLOSING HYMN: 
BENEDICTION 
THREE FOLD AMEN 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ANNUAL REPORTS – It’s that lovely time of year again when Pastor Jacob starts 
hounding committee chairs for annual reports. Annual reports detail what your 
committee has accomplished throughout the past year. Reports are needed from the 
following people:  

Keith Ritchie – Moderators Report  
Lawrence Brassbridge – Clerk’s Report 

Evelyn Adams – Treasurer’s Financial Statements  
Evelyn Adams – Board of Deacons Report  

Keith Ritchie/Lawrence Brassbridge – Board of Trustees Report  
Dawn Ritchie/Alice Redmond – Guild Report 

LIVE NATIVITY — The 51st annual Winterport Live Nativity will be taking place on 
December 14 and 15 on the Union Meeting House lawn. The first organizational meeting 
of the year was held this past week, where members of St. Gabriels Catholic Church, 
Ellingwoods Corner United Methodist Church, and Frankfort Congregational Church all 
met to start planning for this year. In years past, Dean and Lynda El-Hajj have 
coordinated and organized the pageant. This year, area churches are taking a bigger 
role in organizing. As always, we need children to fill the various parts of shepherds, 
angels, kings, etc. Please speak to Pastor Jacob if you are interested in helping out.  

SAVE THE DATE! — Advent is just around the corner. Our Hanging of the Greens service 
is coming up on December 2, 2018, at 3:00 p.m. Seven readers are needed to fulfill various 
parts throughout the service. Please speak to Pastor Jacob if you would be willing to 
read. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epiousios

