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GATHERING AS A COMMUNITY OF FAITH 

PRELUDE 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
INTROIT 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES: 
R1: O God, we light the second candle of Advent. [Lights second candle] 
R2: We seek your comfort. Both mighty and tender, you come. Prepare our hearts to be 
transformed by you. 
R1: Isaiah announced God's coming to a people exiled in a broken and parched wilderness. 
He declared that God's redemption would make a highway in the desert and change the 
rough places into plain.  
R2: God would come as a shepherd—feeding, leading, and cradling the weary flock. This 
Advent, we seek such a God. 
ALL: Heavenly Father, look upon your world and heal your people. Prepare us to be 
changed. This Advent, teach us to be tender and fair, just as you are. Amen. 

Choral Response: 

CALL TO WORSHIP: 
A voice cries out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord!” 
Make God’s paths straight. 
Every valley will be filled, and every mountain will be leveled. 
The crooked will be made straight. 
The rough and rocky ways will be smoothed. 
All will see the salvation of God. 
See the light from on high. 
The dawn is breaking. 
The Lord is coming! The Lord is coming! 

HYMN: 

OPENING PRAYER: 
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Blessed is the Lord, and blessed are God’s people to whom God sends a savior, the messiah, 
who is Christ the Lord. Blessed is our God, and blessed are God’s gifts, that grace us with 
forgiveness and every good gift. Lord, you have come to dwell within us. Build your temple 
within our hearts. Amen. 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT 
 
Luke 1:68-79 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 
68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
    for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them. 
69 He has raised up a mighty savior[a] for us 
    in the house of his servant David, 
70 as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
71     that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. 
72 Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, 
    and has remembered his holy covenant, 
73 the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, 
    to grant us that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, 
might serve him without fear, 75 in holiness and righteousness 
    before him all our days. 
76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
    for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people 
    by the forgiveness of their sins. 
78 By the tender mercy of our God, 
    the dawn from on high will break upon[b] us, 
79 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
    to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 

Malachi 3:1-4 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 
The Coming Messenger 
3 See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you 
seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—
indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of his coming, and 
who can stand when he appears? 

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3 he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, 
and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they 
present offerings to the Lord in righteousness.[a] 4 Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem 
will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 

Gloria Patri: 
Glory be to the Father 
and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, 
as it was in the beginning, 
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is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, amen.  

ANTHEM:                     Cindy 
Patrick 

Prayer of Confession 
O Lord, darkness surrounds us like a cold stone tomb, until your light bursts into our lives like 
a clear, bright dawn. We cover our eyes, we’re so unprepared for your coming. Your light 
blazes forth like a white-hot fire, consuming all that it touches. How can we stand before you, 
Lord? 
The road that we thought was straight and wide is now exposed as a twisted, crooked path, 
blocked by a mountain of sin. Where can we turn? Who will guide us back to the way of 
peace— the way that leads to you? 

Words of Assurance 
The Lord is merciful and forgiving, a great and compassionate savior. God rescues us from 
darkness and frees us from fear. Like a refiner’s fire, the Lord makes us shine with the 
brilliance of the purest gold and silver. The one who began this work in us seeks to bring it to 
completion. May the day of Christ find us flawless and without blame. 

Philippians 1:3-11 Christian Standard Bible (CSB) 
 
Thanksgiving and Prayer 
3 I give thanks to my God for every remembrance of you,[a] 4 always praying with joy for all of 
you in my every prayer, 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until 
now. 6 I am sure of this, that he who started a good work in you[b] will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 7 Indeed, it is right for me to think this way about all 
of you, because I have you in my heart,[c] and you are all partners with me in grace, both in 
my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8 For God is my witness, 
how deeply I miss all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus. 9 And I pray this: that your love 
will keep on growing in knowledge and every kind of discernment, 10 so that you may 
approve the things that are superior and may be pure and blameless in the day of Christ, 11 
filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ to the glory and praise 
of God. 

Luke 3:1-6 Christian Standard Bible (CSB) 
 
The Messiah’s Herald 
 
3 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, while Pontius Pilate was governor of 
Judea, Herod was tetrarch[a] of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Iturea and 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 2 during the high priesthood of Annas and 
Caiaphas, God’s word came to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 He went into all 

 3



the vicinity of the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4 
as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah: 

A voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
Prepare the way for the Lord; 
make his paths straight! 
5 Every valley will be filled, 
and every mountain and hill will be made low;[b] 
the crooked will become straight, 
the rough ways smooth, 
6 and everyone will see the salvation of God.[c] 

HYMN:  

PREPARING OUR HEARTS AND MINDS FOR THE MESSAGE 

SILENT PRAYER 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
MESSAGE: “Away In A Manger” 

Away in a manger, no crib for His bed  
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head  

The stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.  

 
The cattle are lowing the poor Baby wakes  

But little Lord Jesus no crying He makes  
I love Thee, Lord Jesus look down from the sky  

And stay by my side, 'til morning is nigh. 

• JESUS IS LORD.              
…Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 Today in 
the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. Luke 2:10-11 

kurios (koo'-ree-os); supreme in authority, controller, Lord. 

SURRENDERING TO THE LORDSHIP OF CHRIST 

• THE PARTIALLY SURRENDERED LIFE. 

Why do you call me, 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do what I say? Luke 6:46 

Trust in the Lord with some of your heart, lean on your own understanding, in some of your 
ways, acknowledge him, and you can make your own paths straight. Proverbs 3:5-6 PSV 
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WHAT HAVE I NOT SURRENDERED TO THE LORD? ______________________________________ 

• THE FULLY SURRENDERED LIFE. 

For we don't live for ourselves or die for ourselves. 8 If we live, it's to honor the Lord. And if we 
die, it's to honor the Lord. So whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. Romans 14:7-8 NLT 

Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 6 in all your 
ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. Proverbs 3:5-6 

"Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who 
does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, 
did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many 
miracles?' 23 Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!'” 
Matthew 7:21-23 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 
CALL FOR THE OFFERING 
The Lord is coming. Prepare the way! Prepare to welcome the messiah! Welcome the 
redeemer with your very lives. Know the Lord’s tender mercy. Let all that you are become an 
offering pleasing to God. 

OFFERTORY 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
We delight in your love and salvation, Lord, there can be no greater gifts than these. We will 
gladly serve you in holiness and righteousness. We offer ourselves. We offer all that you have 
provided us. May it be used to bring your light to those who dwell in darkness. Prepare us and 
complete us, Lord. Amen. 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
THE LORDS PRAYER 

GOING FORTH INTO THE WORLD 
HYMN 
BENEDICTION 
THREE FOLD AMEN 
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PASTOR CONTACT INFORMATION — 
  Pastor Jacob Gran 
  32 Commercial Street, Winterport, ME  04496 
  (207) 323-0050 | jacobgran97@gmail.com 

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION —  
  Frankfort Congregational Church 
  42 Main Road South, P.O. Box 146, Frankfort, ME  04438 
  www.facebook.com/frankfortcongregationalchurch 
  frankfortcongo@gmail.com 
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