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GATHERING AS A COMMUNITY OF FAITH 

PRELUDE 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
INTROIT 

CALL TO WORSHIP: 
L: Praise the Lord, all the earth, from the highest heights to the deepest depths! 
P: Let everything sing and shout praise to the Creator! 
L: Praise the Lord, all the heavens and starry host! 
P: All throughout the universe may praise to God abound! 
L: Come, let us joyfully praise God! 
P: Let us live our praise in deeds of loving kindness. AMEN. 

HYMN: 

OPENING PRAYER: 
God, who walks with each one of us, help us to place our trust in your guiding care for us as 
we gather to learn the great lessons of living in peaceful community with each other. 
Prepare us to be witnesses of your love and forgiveness. Make us ready to work for you in 
your creation; for we ask this in the name of Jesus, your beloved Son. AMEN. 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT 

Psalm 148 

1 Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens! 
    Praise him from the skies! 
2 Praise him, all his angels! 
    Praise him, all the armies of heaven! 
3 Praise him, sun and moon! 
    Praise him, all you twinkling stars! 
4 Praise him, skies above! 
    Praise him, vapors high above the clouds! 



5 Let every created thing give praise to the Lord, 
    for he issued his command, and they came into being. 
6 He set them in place forever and ever. 
    His decree will never be revoked. 
7 Praise the Lord from the earth, 
    you creatures of the ocean depths, 
8 fire and hail, snow and clouds,[a] 
    wind and weather that obey him, 
9 mountains and all hills, 
    fruit trees and all cedars, 
10 wild animals and all livestock, 
    small scurrying animals and birds, 
11 kings of the earth and all people, 
    rulers and judges of the earth, 
12 young men and young women, 
    old men and children. 
13 Let them all praise the name of the Lord. 
    For his name is very great; 
    his glory towers over the earth and heaven! 
14 He has made his people strong, 
    honoring his faithful ones— 
    the people of Israel who are close to him. Praise the Lord! 

1 Samuel 2:18-20 Christian Standard Bible (CSB) 
18 Samuel served in the Lord’s presence—this mere boy was dressed in the linen ephod. 19 
Each year his mother made him a little robe and took it to him when she went with her 
husband to offer the annual sacrifice. 20 Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife: “May the Lord 
give you children by this woman in place of the one she[a] has given to the Lord.” Then they 
would go home. 26 By contrast, the boy Samuel grew in stature and in favor with the Lord 
and with people. 

Gloria Patri: 
Glory be to the Father 
and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, amen.  

ANTHEM:   

Prayer of Confession 
Lord, it's only a few days after the Christmas celebration and we are exhausted. People 
have come and gone; gatherings are winding down; we are being reminded of the 
“normalcy" of life returning to us. We don't want to go there just yet. We want to linger in 
the warmth of the season. Forgive us when we don't seem to feel your warmth in our lives 



all the time. Forgive us when we assign warmth only to Christmas, and then to Easter and 
seem to dwell on the mundane the rest of the time. Give us courage to live as people of the 
Light, those who find your comforting, encouraging presence in our lives at all times. 
Strengthen us for joyful service in your name. AMEN. 

Words of Assurance 
People of God, feel the presence of God right now, in this place, warming your hearts, 
forgiving your fears and strife; preparing you for joyful service. In the name of Jesus Christ, 
you are beloved and forgiven. AMEN. 

Colossians 3:12-17 Christian Standard Bible (CSB) — The Christian Life 
12 Therefore, as God’s chosen ones, holy and dearly loved, put on compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and forgiving one another if 
anyone has a grievance against another. Just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you are also to 
forgive. 14 Above all, put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity. 15 And let the peace of 
Christ, to which you were also called in one body, rule your hearts. And be thankful. 16 Let the 
word of Christ dwell richly among you, in all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another 
through psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs,[a] singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 
17 And whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

Luke 2:41-52 Christian Standard Bible (CSB) — In His Father’s House 

41 Every year his parents traveled to Jerusalem for the Passover Festival. 42 When he was 
twelve years old, they went up according to the custom of the festival. 43 After those days 
were over, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his 
parents[a] did not know it. 44 Assuming he was in the traveling party, they went a day’s 
journey. Then they began looking for him among their relatives and friends. 45 When they 
did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. 46 After three days, they found 
him in the temple sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 
47 And all those who heard him were astounded at his understanding and his answers. 48 
When his parents saw him, they were astonished, and his mother said to him, “Son, why have 
you treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you.” 

49 “Why were you searching for me?” he asked them. “Didn’t you know that it was necessary 
for me to be in my Father’s house?”[b] 50 But they did not understand what he said to them. 

In Favor with God and with People 

51 Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was obedient to them. His 
mother kept all these things in her heart. 52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and 
in favor with God and with people. 

HYMN:  



SILENT PRAYER 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
MESSAGE: “Getting Started in 2019” 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 
CALL FOR THE OFFERING 
God, you call us to give as we have received.  On this Sunday following Christmas, when our 
blessings are great, when you have shared your Child with us, help us to share our blessing 
with those in need.  

OFFERTORY 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Magnificent and Merciful God, we come to worship you this morning at the close of one year 
and threshold of a new one. Our faithfulness in the year behind has not been all that we 
wished it to be and we know the road ahead of us holds many new challenges and 
opportunities to be the followers you desire. May the giving of our gifts this morning help firm 
our resolve to be the disciples of Christ that you desire for the world, full of compassion, mercy 
and lovingkindness. May we, like your son Jesus, be found dwelling in your presence and love 
when others come looking for us. In Christ steadfast love we pray. Amen. 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
THE LORDS PRAYER 

GOING FORTH INTO THE WORLD 
HYMN 
BENEDICTION 
THREE FOLD AMEN 
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