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GATHERING AS A COMMUNITY OF FAITH 

PRELUDE 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
INTROIT 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 
L: Who listens to the voices of the poor? Who shares strength with the powerless? Who surprises 
with forgiveness, and makes all things new?
P: Our Hope is fragile as an infant.
L: We call out in our longing:
P: Where is your Power, O God? Where is the Love that transforms our world? 
L:We remind ourselves of Mary's ancient song:

Sing out my soul,
Sing of the holiness of God
Who has delighted in a woman,
Lifted up the poor, satisfied the hungry,
Given voice to the silent
Grounded the oppressor
Blessed the full-bellied with emptiness
And with the gift of tears
those who have never wept
Who has desired the darkness of the womb
and inhabited our flesh
Sing of the longing of God,
Sing out, my soul!

L: Let us light this fourth candle of Advent, a candle of Love. In its light, let us think about our world, 
about wherever our God is longing to be born in peace, in joy, in freedom and in wholeness. (Fourth 
candle is lit)
P: Let this candle of Advent Love shine in our hearts all week and remind us to be midwives to 
Christ's birth in our work for justice, our practice of peace, our offering of forgiveness.

CALL TO WORSHIP: 



God has done great things for us! 
God’s love is heralded in the promise of Christ. 
Holy is God’s name! 
God’s promises are fulfilled in the coming of Christ. 
God’s mercy extends from generation to generation. 
God’s salvation is offered in the gift of Christ. 

HYMN: 

OPENING PRAYER: 
Holy God, your prophet Micah foretold with faith that a new ruler would come forth from 
Bethlehem—today we celebrate the fulfillment of your promise; your daughter Elizabeth 
proclaimed with faith that her cousin was to be the mother of her Lord—today we celebrate 
the fulfillment of your promise; your servant Mary proclaimed with faith that she would be 
called blessed by all generations—today we celebrate the fulfillment of your promise. 
Make us bold enough to proclaim with faith— the coming of your kingdom, the coming of 
your justice, the coming of your peace. May we sing out the good news of your salvation, 
trusting in fulfillment of your promises. All this we pray in the name of the one who comes. 
Amen. 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT 

Micah 5:2-5 Christian Standard Bible (CSB) 
2 Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
you are small among the clans of Judah; 
one will come from you 
to be ruler over Israel for me. 
His origin[a] is from antiquity, 
from ancient times. 
3 Therefore, Israel will be abandoned until the time 
when she who is in labor has given birth; 
then the rest of the ruler’s brothers will return 
to the people of Israel. 
4 He will stand and shepherd them 
in the strength of the Lord, 
in the majestic name of the Lord his God. 
They will live securely, 
for then his greatness will extend 
to the ends of the earth. 
5 He will be their peace. 
When Assyria invades our land, 
when it marches against our fortresses, 
we will raise against it seven shepherds, 
even eight leaders of men. 



 
Luke 1:46-55 Christian Standard Bible (CSB) — Mary’s Praise 
46 And Mary said: 
My soul praises the greatness of[a] the Lord, 
47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 because he has looked with favor 
on the humble condition of his servant. 
Surely, from now on all generations 
will call me blessed, 
49 because the Mighty One 
has done great things for me, 
and his name is holy. 
50 His mercy is from generation to generation 
on those who fear him. 
51 He has done a mighty deed with his arm; 
he has scattered the proud 
because of the thoughts of their hearts; 
52 he has toppled the mighty from their thrones 
and exalted the lowly. 
53 He has satisfied the hungry with good things 
and sent the rich away empty. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, 
remembering his mercy 
55 to Abraham and his descendants[b] forever, 
just as he spoke to our ancestors. 

Gloria Patri: 
Glory be to the Father 
and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, amen.  

ANTHEM:   

Prayer of Confession 
Loving God, even in the midst of this season of goodwill, there is much to confess. In spite of 
Christmas cheer, stress and anxiety rule our lives. We miss the reason for the season, 
focusing instead on Christmas parties, long to-do lists, and trying to get the shopping done. 
We fail to think about your reordered world—a world where the lowly are lifted up and the 
hungry are filled with good things. Help us adjust our Christmas priorities, that we might 
join with you, O God, in preparing a world that welcomes the one who brings us peace. 

Words of Assurance 



The ancient promises of God are fulfilled. God does not forget us. God’s mercy extends from 
generation to generation. Let our souls rejoice in God! 

Hebrews 10:5-10 Christian Standard Bible (CSB) 
5 Therefore, as he was coming into the world, he said: 

You did not desire sacrifice and offering, 
but you prepared a body for me. 
6 You did not delight 
in whole burnt offerings and sin offerings. 
7 Then I said, “See— 
it is written about me 
in the scroll— 
I have come to do your will, O God.”[a] 

8 After he says above, You did not desire or delight in sacrifices and offerings, whole burnt 
offerings and sin offerings (which are offered according to the law), 9 he then says, See, I have 
come to do your will.[b] He takes away the first to establish the second. 10 By this will, we 
have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all time. 

Luke 1:39-45 Christian Standard Bible (CSB) — Mary’s Visit to Elizabeth 
39 In those days Mary set out and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judah 40 where she 
entered Zechariah’s house and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, 
the baby leaped inside her, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 Then she 
exclaimed with a loud cry: “Blessed are you among women, and your child will be blessed![a] 
43 How could this happen to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44 For you 
see, when the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby leaped for joy inside me. 45 
Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would fulfill what he has spoken to her!” 

HYMN:  

SILENT PRAYER 
PASTORAL PRAYER 

Sunday School Christmas Pageant 
Written by Melissa Davis 

Narrated by Addison Davis and Josephine Ginese 
Assisted by Harrison Davis and Caroline Redmond 

Hymn:                  “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel 

that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 



Refrain: 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to you, O Israel. 

Hymn:                 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the newborn King: 

peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!" 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
join the triumph of the skies; 

with th'angelic hosts proclaim, 
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

Refrain: 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the newborn King” 

Hymn:            “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

O little town of Bethlehem,  
how still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep  
the silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth  
the everlasting light; 

the hopes and fears of all the years  
are met in thee tonight. 

Hymn:                “Joy to the World! The Lord is Come!” 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King! 

Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room, 
and heav'n and nature sing, 
and heav'n and nature sing, 

and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 

Hymn:                       “We Three Kings” 

We three kings of Orient are;  
bearing gifts we traverse afar,  

field and fountain, moor and mountain,  



following yonder star.  

Refrain:  
O star of wonder, star of light,  
star with royal beauty bright,  

westward leading, still proceeding,  
guide us to thy perfect light.  

Hymn:                  “Let There Be Peace on Earth” 

Let There Be Peace on Earth and let it begin with me. 
Let There Be Peace on Earth, the peace that was meant to be! 

With God as our Father, brothers all are we. 
Let me walk with my brother in perfect harmony. 

Let peace begin with me. Let this be the moment now. 
With ev'ry breath I take, let this be my solemn vow; 

To take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally! 
Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me! 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 
CALL FOR THE OFFERING 
In response to the news that she would bear God’s Son, Mary offered herself as God’s servant, 
and then sang a song celebrating her selection to help bring God’s realm on earth. We have 
been chosen to continue to build up the kingdom of God, so we, too, have reason to celebrate. 
Having praised God through song and scripture, let us now offer our tangible signs of 
gratitude, confident that God’s promises will be fulfilled through the ministries supported by 
our gifts. 

OFFERTORY 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Dear God, you blessed Mary by making her the mother of your only Son, 
Jesus Christ. You have blessed us, as well, with the gift of your Son, and indeed, with the gift of 
life itself. Out of all these blessings, we give you back these offerings this day. Knowing that 
your promises will be fulfilled, we pledge our lives to you in anticipation of the coming of the 
one who brings us peace. Amen. 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 



PASTORAL PRAYER 
THE LORDS PRAYER 

GOING FORTH INTO THE WORLD 
HYMN 
BENEDICTION 
THREE FOLD AMEN 
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