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GATHERING AS A COMMUNITY OF FAITH 

PRELUDE 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
INTROIT 

CALL TO WORSHIP: 
L: The day foretold is coming, 
P: When our bitter mouths will drink new wine, God's cup raised high at the kingdom's 
table! 
L: The one foretold is coming— 
P: Whose bread will be broken in deepest gloom: a last supper shared on a silent night! 
L: The day is at hand! 
P: World, feast! 
L: The savior draws near! 
P: Praise the Lord! 

HYMN: 

OPENING PRAYER: 
L: O God of the Coming One, we have come to draw water from your well. We trust; we will 
not be afraid, for you have promised that the taste of this water will not be bitter, like the 
tears of our eyes, but sweet, like the honey of flowers. 
P: From your well we will receive our baptism; from its waters we will accept our healing. All 
flesh shall gather here together, and the one who is lame shall leap for joy; the one who is 
outcast shall be brought in with gladness. 
L: O God, pour out your salvation upon us who thirst, and where once was shame there shall 
be only praise. 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT 

LITANY: 
L: O world, thirst, and feel your hunger— 



P: For the realm of God is near! 
L: Blessed are you who thirst for righteousness, 
P: For soon you shall be satisfied: 
L: Like the deer that longs for flowing streams, 
P: And the desert that hopes for cooling rains, 
L: Your soul shall finally drink of God, 
P: The spring of living water. 
L: Blessed are you who hunger for goodness, 
P: For soon you shall be satisfied: 
L: Manna from heaven shall descend upon you, 
P: And all shall partake of the bread of life; 
L: The nations shall break the loaf together— 
P: Falling down upon their knees. 
L: O world, thirst, and feel your hunger! 
P: The realm of God is near! 
 
Zephaniah 3:14-20 Christian Standard Bible (CSB) 
14 Sing for joy, Daughter Zion; 
shout loudly, Israel! 
Be glad and celebrate with all your heart, 
Daughter Jerusalem! 
15 The Lord has removed your punishment; 
he has turned back your enemy. 
The King of Israel, the Lord, is among you; 
you need no longer fear harm. 
16 On that day it will be said to Jerusalem: 
“Do not fear; 
Zion, do not let your hands grow weak. 
17 The Lord your God is among you, 
a warrior who saves. 
He will rejoice over you with gladness. 
He will be quiet[a] in his love. 
He will delight in you with singing.” 
18 I will gather those who have been driven 
from the appointed festivals; 
they will be a tribute from you[b] 
and a reproach on her.[c] 
19 Yes, at that time 
I will deal with all who oppress you. 
I will save the lame and gather the outcasts; 
I will make those who were disgraced 
throughout the earth 
receive praise and fame. 
20 At that time I will bring you[d] back, 
yes, at the time I will gather you. 



I will give you fame and praise 
among all the peoples of the earth, 
when I restore your fortunes before your eyes. 
The Lord has spoken. 

Isaiah 12:2-6 Christian Standard Bible (CSB) 
2 Indeed, God is my salvation; 
I will trust him and not be afraid, 
for the Lord, the Lord himself, 
is my strength and my song. 
He has become my salvation.” 
3 You will joyfully draw water 
from the springs of salvation, 
4 and on that day you will say: 
“Give thanks to the Lord; proclaim his name! 
Make his works known among the peoples. 
Declare that his name is exalted. 
5 Sing to the Lord, for he has done glorious things. 
Let this be known throughout the earth. 
6 Cry out and sing, citizen of Zion, 
for the Holy One of Israel is among you 
in his greatness.” 

Gloria Patri: 
Glory be to the Father 
and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, amen.  

ANTHEM:                     Cindy 
Patrick 

Prayer of Confession 
O Lord, darkness surrounds us like a cold stone tomb, until your light bursts into our lives like 
a clear, bright dawn. We cover our eyes, we’re so unprepared for your coming. Your light 
blazes forth like a white-hot fire, consuming all that it touches. How can we stand before you, 
Lord? 
The road that we thought was straight and wide is now exposed as a twisted, crooked path, 
blocked by a mountain of sin. Where can we turn? Who will guide us back to the way of 
peace— the way that leads to you? 

Words of Assurance 



The Lord is merciful and forgiving, a great and compassionate savior. God rescues us from 
darkness and frees us from fear. Like a refiner’s fire, the Lord makes us shine with the 
brilliance of the purest gold and silver. The one who began this work in us seeks to bring it to 
completion. May the day of Christ find us flawless and without blame. 

Philippians 4:4-7 Christian Standard Bible (CSB) 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your graciousness[a] be known 
to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Don’t worry about anything, but in everything, through prayer 
and petition with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

Luke 3:7-18 Christian Standard Bible (CSB) 
7 He then said to the crowds who came out to be baptized by him, “Brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Therefore produce fruit consistent with 
repentance. And don’t start saying to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell 
you that God is able to raise up children for Abraham from these stones. 9 The ax is already 
at the root of the trees. Therefore, every tree that doesn’t produce good fruit will be cut down 
and thrown into the fire.” 

10 “What then should we do?” the crowds were asking him. 

11 He replied to them, “The one who has two shirts must share with someone who has none, 
and the one who has food must do the same.” 

12 Tax collectors also came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we 
do?” 

13 He told them, “Don’t collect any more than what you have been authorized.” 

14 Some soldiers also questioned him, “What should we do?” 

He said to them, “Don’t take money from anyone by force or false accusation, and be 
satisfied with your wages.” 

15 Now the people were waiting expectantly, and all of them were questioning in their hearts 
whether John might be the Messiah. 16 John answered them all, “I baptize you with water, 
but one who is more powerful than I am is coming. I am not worthy to untie the strap of his 
sandals. He will baptize you with[a] the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing shovel is in his 
hand to clear his threshing floor and gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will 
burn with fire that never goes out.” 18 Then, along with many other exhortations, he 
proclaimed good news to the people. 

HYMN:  
PREPARING OUR HEARTS AND MINDS FOR THE MESSAGE 



SILENT PRAYER 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
MESSAGE: O COME O COME EMMANUEL 

O come, O come, Emmanuel and ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free thine own from Satan’s tyranny 
From depths of Hell Thy people save, And give them victory o’er the grave 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

O come, Desire of nations, bind in one the hearts of all mankind 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, and be Thyself our king of peace 

Rejoice, Rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

• EMMANUEL MEANS GOD WITH US. 

She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his 
people from their sins." 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the 
prophet: 23 "The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him 
Emmanuel"—which means, "God with us." Matthew 1:21-23 

EMMANUEL—GOD WITH US 

1) GOD IS WITH YOU. 

The angel went to her and said, "Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you." 
Luke 1:28  

2) GOD WAS WITH YOU. 

But the LORD was with Joseph and showed him mercy, and He gave him favor in the sight of 
the keeper of the prison. Genesis 39:21 NKJV 

3) GOD WILL BE WITH YOU. 

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or 
famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 37 No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, 
neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither 
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 
God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 8:35, 37-39 



THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 
CALL FOR THE OFFERING 
The scriptures tell us that God will turn things around; there will be new life in the dry places; 
there will a strengthening in those of us with fearful hearts. There will be joy. We have the 
opportunity to participate with God in turning things around in this world. The effort to do so 
requires a sharing of the gifts God has placed in our hands. Consider now, what part you wish 
to play in the work of creation. 

OFFERTORY 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
We delight in your love and salvation, Lord, there can be no greater gifts than these. We will 
gladly serve you in holiness and righteousness. We offer ourselves. We offer all that you have 
provided us. May it be used to bring your light to those who dwell in darkness. Prepare us and 
complete us, Lord. Amen. 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE 
L: We move from one task to another, from one responsibility to another.  The season of 
Christmas may wear us out with worries about preparations, about family 
relationships, about money, about presents! 
P: We are scattered and busy about too many things. 
L: We call out in our fatigue:   
P: Where is your joy, O God? Where is your gift of presence in our lives? 

L: We remind our selves of Paul's ancient advice: 

  Celebrate God all day….revel in God! 
  Help see that the Master is about to arrive!...   
  Don't fret or worry.  Instead of worrying, pray.   
  Let petitions and praises shape your worries into prayers,  
  letting God know your concerns.   
  Before you know it, a sense of God's wholeness,  
  everything coming together for good,  
  will come and settle you down.   
  It is wonderful what happens  
  when Christ displaces worry at the center of your life. 



L: Let us light this third candle of Advent, a candle of Joy. In its light, let us turn our 
worries into prayers for God to be present to us right now, as we prepare for the coming 
of Christ. Let’s share those prayers with each other. 

The congregation briefly shares their concerns. 

L: Let this candle of Joy shine in our hearts all week to remind us to pray and praise and 
place Christ at the center this season. 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
THE LORDS PRAYER 

GOING FORTH INTO THE WORLD 
HYMN 
BENEDICTION 
THREE FOLD AMEN 
———————————————————————————————————————————————— 


