
Order of Worship 
Frankfort Congregational Church 

Worship Leader                  Pastor Jacob Gran 
Choir Director            Charlene Brassbridge  
Deacons                    Francis Kingsbury & Gisel Vafiades 
Ushers            Francis Kingsbury & Keith Ritchie 
Greeter                               Ruby Laskey 
Ministers                               All Members 

GATHERING AS A COMMUNITY OF FAITH 

CHORAL PRELUDE: 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
INTROIT: 

CALL TO WORSHIP: (Responsive) 
People of faith, prepare for the coming reign of Christ!    
As we gather to pray and sing and listen,  
a spirit of anticipation and hope fills us.  
The days are surely coming, says Our God,   
when justice and righteousness will prevail.  
May our worship illuminate our hearts and minds,   
freeing us to respond joyfully   
to God’s call in the days to come. 

HYMN:  

OPENING PRAYER: (Unison)  
Holy Source of life and hope, as we come together this day, open our ears to hear,   
open our eyes to see, and open our hearts to love, that we may come to know your 
ways and follow your paths. Help us grow in love for one another, and for all 
creation, as we prepare for the coming of the one who calls us to turn from our false 
gods to you, Holy One, the true source of our salvation. Amen. 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT 

HEARING THE WORD 

Psalm 25 - Dependence on the Lord - Of David. 
1 Lord, I appeal to you.[a] 
2 My God, I trust in you.  
Do not let me be disgraced;  
do not let my enemies gloat over me. 
3 No one who waits for you  
will be disgraced; 
those who act treacherously without cause 
will be disgraced. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+25%253A1-10&version=CSB#fen-CSB-14253a


4 Make your ways known to me, Lord; 
teach me your paths. 
5 Guide me in your truth and teach me,  
for you are the God of my salvation;  
I wait for you all day long.  
6 Remember, Lord, your compassion  
and your faithful love, 
for they have existed from antiquity.[b] 
7 Do not remember the sins of my youth  
or my acts of rebellion;  
in keeping with your faithful love, remember me 
because of your goodness, Lord.  
8 The Lord is good and upright; 
therefore he shows sinners the way. 
9 He leads the humble in what is right  
and teaches them his way.  
10 All the Lord’s ways show faithful love and truth 
to those who keep his covenant and decrees. 

Jeremiah 33:14-16 - God’s Covenant with David 
14 “Look, the days are coming”—  
this is the Lord’s declaration—  
“when I will fulfill the good promise  
that I have spoken 
concerning the house of Israel  
and the house of Judah. 
15 In those days and at that time  
I will cause a Righteous Branch  
to sprout up for David, 
and he will administer justice  
and righteousness in the land.  
16 In those days Judah will be saved,  
and Jerusalem will dwell securely,  
and this is what she will be named:  
The Lord Is Our Righteousness.[a] 

GLORIA PATRI: 

Glory Be to the Father

Text: Anonymous, 4th c.

Tune: Henry W. Greatorex, 1813-1858

Irregular

GLORIA PATRI (Greatorex)

This hymn is in the public domain.  You may freely use this score for personal and congregational worship.  If you reproduce the score, please credit Hymnary.org as the source. 
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ANTHEM: 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION: (Responsive) 
Loving Creator, you call us to rejoice   
in your promise of the birth that is to come,   
but we are afraid.  
You invite us into a world  
where justice and righteousness prevail,  
but we turn away in fear.  
We long for an easy path into your promised world,   
but you warn us that there is no easy way.   
Birth new life within us,   
that we may abide in your perfect love —  
the love that casts out fear. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON: 
God’s mercy and steadfast love endure, strengthening our hearts and overcoming our fears. God 
will remove every obstacle that keeps us from being the body of Christ. Amen. 

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 Christian Standard Bible (CSB) 
9 How can we thank God for you in return for all the joy we experience before our God 
because of you, 10 as we pray very earnestly night and day to see you face to face and to 
complete what is lacking in your faith? 

Prayer for the Church 

11 Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you. 12 And 
may the Lord cause you to increase and overflow with love for one another and for 
everyone, just as we do for you. 13 May he make your hearts blameless in holiness before 
our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. Amen.[a] 

Luke 21:25-36 Christian Standard Bible (CSB) 

The Coming of the Son of Man 

25 “Then there will be signs in the sun, moon, and stars; and there will be anguish on the 
earth among nations bewildered by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26 People will 
faint from fear and expectation of the things that are coming on the world, because the 
powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 Then they will see the Son of Man coming in a 
cloud with power and great glory. 28 But when these things begin to take place, stand up 
and lift up your heads, because your redemption is near.” 

Glory Be to the Father

Text: Anonymous, 4th c.

Tune: Henry W. Greatorex, 1813-1858

Irregular

GLORIA PATRI (Greatorex)

This hymn is in the public domain.  You may freely use this score for personal and congregational worship.  If you reproduce the score, please credit Hymnary.org as the source. 
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The Parable of the Fig Tree 
29 Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. 30 As soon as they 
put out leaves you can see for yourselves and recognize that summer is already near. 31 In 
the same way, when you see these things happening, recognize[a] that the kingdom of 
God is near. 32 Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all things 
take place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 

The Need for Watchfulness 
34 “Be on your guard, so that your minds are not dulled[b] from carousing,
[c] drunkenness, and worries of life, or that day will come on you unexpectedly 35 like a 
trap. For it will come on all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36 But be alert at all 
times, praying that you may have strength[d] to escape all these things that are going to 
take place and to stand before the Son of Man.” 

HYMN: 

PREPARING OUR HEARTS & MIND FOR THE MESSAGE 

SILENT PRAYER 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
MESSAGE: “O Come All Ye Faithful” 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold him, born the King of Angels: 

O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, Christ the 
Lord. 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation. Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! Glory to 
God, Glory in the highest. 

O, come, let us adore him, O, come, let us adore him, 

O, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

WHO DOES JESUS CALL? 

 
1. Jesus calls the weary and burdened. 

Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Matthew 11:28 

 
2. Jesus calls the sinners. 

On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 13 …For I 
have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” Matthew 9:12-13 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+21%253A25-36&version=CSB#fen-CSB-25849a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+21%253A25-36&version=CSB#fen-CSB-25852b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+21%253A25-36&version=CSB#fen-CSB-25852c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+21%253A25-36&version=CSB#fen-CSB-25854d


Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is 
here! 2 Corinthians 5:17 NIV  

WHAT DOES JESUS HELP US BECOME? 

 
1. JESUS HELPS US BECOME MORE FAITHFUL. 

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith… Hebrews 12:2  

So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. Romans 10:17 ESV 

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the 
rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be 
burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. 3 For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of 
Israel, your Savior… Isaiah 43:2-3 

 
2. JESUS HELPS US BECOME MORE JOYFUL. 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,… Galatians 5:22 

Happiness depends on happenings, but joy depends on Jesus! 

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause 
great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you… 
Luke 2:10-11 NIV 

 
3. JESUS HELPS US BECOME MORE TRIUMPHANT. 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.  
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. 7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end.  
He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with 
justice and righteousness from that time on and forever… Isaiah 9:6-7 NIV 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 

INVITATION TO OFFERING 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM: 
DOXOLOGY 

 

PRAISE

Rom 13:11, Ps 17:15, Ps 148:1-2, Eph 1:3 8 8 8 8

Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow
(Doxology; see also ’Awake, My Soul, And With The Sun’)

Words: Thomas Ken, 1674.  Music: ’Old 100th’ Genevan Psalter, attr. Louis Bourgeois, c. 1551.
Setting: Sternhold and Hopkins’ Psalter, 1561.

copyright: public domain.  This score is a part of the Open Hymnal Project, 2006 Revision.
= 120

1. Praise God, from Whom all bles sings flow; Praise Him, all crea tures here be low;

Praise Him a bove, ye heav’n ly host; Praise Fa ther, Son, and Ho ly Ghost.



 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

THE CHURCH AT PRAYER 

JOYS & CONCERNS 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER: (Unison)  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever. Amen. 

HOLY COMMUNION 

INVITATION 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
 We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the Christ who comes in your name!  
Hosanna in the highest! 

BREAKING AND SHARING  
THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION 

GOING FORTH IN THE WORLD 

CLOSING HYMN: 
BENEDICTION 
THREE FOLD AMEN 

PRAISE

Rom 13:11, Ps 17:15, Ps 148:1-2, Eph 1:3 8 8 8 8

Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow
(Doxology; see also ’Awake, My Soul, And With The Sun’)

Words: Thomas Ken, 1674.  Music: ’Old 100th’ Genevan Psalter, attr. Louis Bourgeois, c. 1551.
Setting: Sternhold and Hopkins’ Psalter, 1561.

copyright: public domain.  This score is a part of the Open Hymnal Project, 2006 Revision.
= 120

1. Praise God, from Whom all bles sings flow; Praise Him, all crea tures here be low;

Praise Him a bove, ye heav’n ly host; Praise Fa ther, Son, and Ho ly Ghost.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epiousios


LOOKING AHEAD 

 
Dec. 2 – 9:00 AM   First Sunday of Advent  
                3:00 PM   Hanging of the Greens Service  
Dec. 5 – 7:00 PM   Choir practice  
Dec. 9 – 9:00 AM   Second Sunday of Advent  
                                                         Board of Deacons Meeting  
Dec. 11 – 7:00 PM   Church meeting  
Dec. 14 – 7:00 PM   Winterport Live Nativity  
Dec. 15 – 7:00 PM   Winterport Live Nativity  
Dec. 16 – 9:00 AM   Third Sunday of Advent  
Dec. 21 – 6:00 PM   Guild Christmas Potluck at Dawn & Keith Ritchie’s house  
Dec. 23 – 9:00 AM   Fourth Sunday of Advent  
                                                          Children’s Pageant during worship  
Dec. 24 – 7:00 PM   Christmas Eve Service  
Dec. 25    Christmas Day 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ANNUAL REPORTS – It’s that lovely time of year again when Pastor Jacob starts 
hounding committee chairs for annual reports. Annual reports detail what your 
committee has accomplished throughout the past year. Reports are needed from the 
following people:  

Keith Ritchie – Moderators Report  
Lawrence Brassbridge – Clerk’s Report 

Evelyn Adams – Treasurer’s Financial Statements  
Evelyn Adams – Board of Deacons Report  

Keith Ritchie/Lawrence Brassbridge – Board of Trustees Report  
Dawn Ritchie/Alice Redmond – Guild Report 

WINTERPORT LIVE NATIVITY – Members of various local churches met several weeks 
ago to start planning for Winterport’s 51st Annual Live Nativity. This year, the pageant will 
take place on Friday, December 14th, and Saturday, December 15th, with both 
presentations starting at 7:00 PM. Children of all ages are welcome and urged to fill the 
various roles needed, such as shepherds, kings, angels, etc. Please speak to Pastor Jacob 
if you or someone you know might be interested in participating.  

HANGING OF THE GREENS – Join us this afternoon for our annual Hanging of the Greens 
service at 3:00 p.m. A reminder that we’ll be decorating the church directly after coffee 
hour this morning in preparation for this afternoon’s service. 

GUILD CHRISTMAS – Dawn and Keith Ritchie invite you to their home on Friday, 
December 21st, 2018, for the annual Guild Christmas party. There will be a yankee swap so 
we’d ask that you’d bring a gift with you. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS IN THE BULLETIN – If there’s an event or announcement that you 
feel should be in the bulletin, please get it to Pastor Jacob by Friday evening of each 
week. If it’s not in the bulletin, chances are that I have forgotten about it.    

LAST WEEK –  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!  

PASTOR CONTACT INFO –  Pastor Jacob Gran  
     32 Commercial Street, Winterport, ME  04496 
     jacobgran97@gmail.com | (207) 323-0050 

CHURCH CONTACT INFO --  Frankfort Congregational Church  
     42 Main Road South, PO Box 146, Frankfort, ME  04438 
     www.facebook.com/frankfortcongregationalchurch  
     frankfortcongo@gmail.com 

mailto:jacobgran97@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/frankfortcongregationalchurch
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