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GATHERING AS A COMMUNITY OF FAITH 

PRELUDE 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
INTROIT 

CALL TO WORSHIP (Isaiah 60, Matthew 2) 
Arise, shine, for your light has come. The glory of the Lord has risen upon you! 
The glory of God shines in the darkness. 
Lift up your eyes and look around. Follow the star, wherever it leads! 
Take the journey that leads to the child. 
Let your hearts rejoice. Be overwhelmed with joy! 
We worship the Christ child, the hope of the world. 

HYMN: 

OPENING PRAYER: 
God of mystery, in the darkness of our world your light shines with grace and truth. Open 
the eyes of our hearts to the glory of your love. Speak your word of truth and joy. May the 
mystery revealed in Jesus draw us closer to you. May the wonder of your love fill us with 
wisdom and peace. As we rejoice in your presence, teach us to seek justice and 
righteousness. Fill our hearts to overflowing with your joy, your glory, your hope. Amen. 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT 

Psalm 72:1-7 Christian Standard Bible (CSB) — A Prayer for the King — Of Solomon. 
1 God, give your justice to the king 
and your righteousness to the king’s son. 
2 He will judge your people with righteousness 
and your afflicted ones with justice. 
3 May the mountains bring well-being[a] to the people 
and the hills, righteousness. 
4 May he vindicate the afflicted among the people, 
help the poor, and crush the oppressor. 



5 May they fear you[b] while the sun endures 
and as long as the moon, throughout all generations. 
6 May the king be like rain that falls on the cut grass, 
like spring showers that water the earth. 
7 May the righteous[c] flourish in his days 
and well-being abound until the moon is no more. 

Isaiah 60:1-6 Christian Standard Bible (CSB) — The Lord’s Glory in Zion 
60 Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
and the glory of the Lord shines over you.[a] 
2 For look, darkness will cover the earth, 
and total darkness the peoples; 
but the Lord will shine over you, 
and his glory will appear over you. 
3 Nations will come to your light, 
and kings to your shining brightness. 
4 Raise your eyes and look around: 
they all gather and come to you; 
your sons will come from far away, 
and your daughters on the hips of nannies. 
5 Then you will see and be radiant, 
and your heart will tremble and rejoice,[b] 
because the riches of the sea will become yours 
and the wealth of the nations will come to you. 
6 Caravans of camels will cover your land[c]— 
young camels of Midian and Ephah— 
all of them will come from Sheba. 
They will carry gold and frankincense 
and proclaim the praises of the Lord. 

Gloria Patri: 
Glory be to the Father 
and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, amen.  

ANTHEM:   

Prayer of Confession 
God of starlight, shine your love into the darkness of our lives. Preoccupied with ourselves, 
we forget the needs of others; we participate in systems that oppress; we accept violence as 
a way of life; we fail to respond to the cry of others. May your love fall upon us like rain on 
the mown grass. May your love wash away our indifference and water the tender shoots of 
our care and compassion. Nourished in the sunlight of your love, may we grow into people 



who live in righteousness and who work for justice for all your children. Amen. 

Words of Assurance 
In Jesus Christ, God has revealed the mystery that brings grace and forgiveness. The light of 
God’s love transforms us so that we may act with boldness and confidence. 

Ephesians 3:1-12 Christian Standard Bible (CSB) — Paul’s Ministry to the Gentiles 
3 For this reason, I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— 2 you have 
heard, haven’t you, about the administration of God’s grace that he gave to me for you? 3 The 
mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have briefly written above. 4 By reading 
this you are able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ. 5 This was not made 
known to people[a] in other generations as it is now revealed to his holy apostles and 
prophets by the Spirit: 6 The Gentiles are coheirs, members of the same body, and partners in 
the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 7 I was made a servant of this gospel by the 
gift of God’s grace that was given to me by the working of his power. 

8 This grace was given to me—the least of all the saints—to proclaim to the Gentiles the 
incalculable riches of Christ, 9 and to shed light for all about the administration of the 
mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things. 10 This is so that God’s multi-faceted 
wisdom may now be made known through the church to the rulers and authorities in the 
heavens. 11 This is according to his eternal purpose accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 
In him we have boldness and confident access through faith in him.[b] 

Matthew 2:1-12 Christian Standard Bible (CSB) — Wise Men Visit the King 
2 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of King Herod, wise men from the 
east arrived in Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we 
saw his star at its rising and have come to worship him.”[a] 

3 When King Herod heard this, he was deeply disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 So he 
assembled all the chief priests and scribes of the people and asked them where the Christ 
would be born. 

5 “In Bethlehem of Judea,” they told him, “because this is what was written by the prophet: 

6 And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah: 
Because out of you will come a ruler 
who will shepherd my people Israel.”[b] 

7 Then Herod secretly summoned the wise men and asked them the exact time the star 
appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. 
When you find him, report back to me so that I too can go and worship him.”[c] 

9 After hearing the king, they went on their way. And there it was—the star they had seen at 
its rising. It led them until it came and stopped above the place where the child was. 10 When 



they saw the star, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 Entering the house, they saw the child 
with Mary his mother, and falling to their knees, they worshiped him.[d] Then they opened 
their treasures and presented him with gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And being 
warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their own country by another 
route. 

HYMN:  

SILENT PRAYER 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
MESSAGE: “Getting Started in 2019” 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 
CALL FOR THE OFFERING 
The magi paid homage to the child, offering gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. May we 
too bring the gifts of our lives and offer them in joy to Jesus Christ. 

OFFERTORY 

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
As long ago travelers laid their gifts before the Christ child, we too bring our gifts with great 
joy. Use our gifts for justice and righteousness, that oppression and violence may cease and 
peace may flourish. May the light of your love shine through our living, that suffering may 
end, and all may rejoice in your gift of life. Amen. 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
THE LORDS PRAYER 

HOLY COMMUNION 
INVITATION 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. The pastor may lift hands and keep them raised.  
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
BREAKING THE BREAD / POURING THE WINE 
SHARING THE ELEMENTS 
THANKSGIVING PRAYER 

HYMN 
Last Week:  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PASTOR CONTACT INFORMATION — 
  Pastor Jacob Gran 
  32 Commercial Street, Winterport, ME  04496 
  (207) 323-0050 | jacobgran97@gmail.com 

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION —  
  Frankfort Congregational Church 
  42 Main Road South, P.O. Box 146, Frankfort, ME  04438 
  www.facebook.com/frankfortcongregationalchurch 
  frankfortcongo@gmail.com 
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